God’s Presence and Prophecy    January 29, 2012    


Intro: 
Today we’re going to continue the conversation we started last week, and talk about something unique and powerful that God does when his presence comes.  We started this series by saying that God is present everywhere, but that He can also be more present at certain times in a unique and special way.  We said that we should be wanting more of his presence because life as it was fully meant to be is one lived in God’s presence.  (Psalm 16:11) And so we began to look at what happens when His presence does indeed come, so we can be better prepared. Today we want to talk about and engage in something that God does when He is present- he begins to give people an ability to prophesy.

Now, I know for some of us right now we’ve just put a wall up in our minds after hearing the word prophecy.  And not without good reason.  You’re thinking about some pretty wacked out situations where prophecy has been proven to be not only weird, but false, abusive, and downright destructive.
- (show image 1) You think of Harold Camping, perhaps, who last year caused a stir by saying the end of the world was coming on May 21.
-  (show image 2-3) You think of Jim Jones or Shoko Asahara, cult leaders who have killed hundreds because of their supposed prophetic visions. 
- (show image 4) You think of Peter Popoff and others like him, a TV Bible teacher and prophet who used an ear piece to get information for those in the crowd, and also swindled people out of a lot of money.
- Or perhaps you think of people you’ve met who are legitimate Christians, but because of this supposed gift of prophecy they become pushy, abusive, demanding, judgmental, and so on.

And so you think, really- really, are we actually going to legitimize this sort of craziness?  The answer is no- we’re not going to legitimize this sort of destructive behaviour.  But we do want to talk about a legitimate prophecy, according to the Bible, that still exists today.  It is radically different from these examples we’ve discussed.  And so, can I encourage you to journey with us today through this very important subject.

Let me get started by noting one foundational thing we believe about the sort of prophecy that exists today, especially in light of the craziness we’ve just mentioned:

The prophecy of today is definitively less authoritative than the Christian Scriptures and Gospel that reveal Jesus.    This is clear in the same Scriptures that endorse prophecy for today; let me just point to two examples to illustrate this.  

1. Prophecy can be inaccurate, as seen in how we have to test what is said. 
Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. 
1 Corinthians 14:29

Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good, abstain from every form of evil. 
1 Thessalonians 5:19-22

2. The Scriptures and the Gospel that reveal Jesus, not prophecy, are the foundation of the spiritual life.  
If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord.  If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized… Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved… For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve…
1 Corinthians 14:37-38, 15:1-4

But prophecy- the legitimate type we are going to discuss today- is very important according to the Scriptures, and we need to be open to it.  
“So, my brothers and sisters, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.” 1 Corinthians 14:39

So let’s get going. We’re look at the same text we started to look at last week: 1 Cor 14.  Two questions, and then we are going to spend some extended time in application and response today:

What is prophecy?
“An ability given by God to some where one tells something God has spontaneously brought to mind, to build up, encourage, and comfort others.”

- Something God has spontaneously brought to mind…
We are talking about a way God speaks to us, and it is in an immediate, spontaneously fashion.  We have hearing God class that goes into this in depth, asking the tough questions of is this just me and my psyche or actually God speaking.  But suffice to note here we are talking about God spontaneously bringing something to mind.  This is seen in v.30 as Paul is talking about a situation in a gathering like this where people are allowed to share “revelations.”

“If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent…” (v.30)

- To build up, encourage, and comfort others…
These things that are brought to mind are for this purpose.  They are not about revealing new things about God that no one has known before- they may be new to the person listening, but not new in terms of the Scriptures we have.  They are not about end times stuff or God wants to beat you up sort of stuff that you may have seen or heard. It is about God wanting to help you move closer to the life and joy found in Him and his mission.

 “On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation…” (v.3) 

“For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged…” (v.31)



How can we begin to practice?
Well, we’ve actually been doing it here every Sunday already- whenver Pastor Chuck comes up and talks about how the leadership team was praying and listening to God, and they felt like so and so needed prayer-  that’s prophecy at work. But let me just note three things to note in terms how we need to practice this gift.
1. With Accountability and testing. 
    By a church and its elders, by other prophets, by the church as a whole. (v. 29)

2. Share privately and publically
	Why we would do it publically when we gather:  
a) We keep accountable as a whole group (see above).  
b) It shows us God’s presence: v.24-25.

“… if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all,  the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God is really among you…” (v.24-25)

3. With kindness and gentleness.
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7


----

And so we want to continue to walk in this way as a church as we practice this.  But today we are going to have a unique time to explore this together right here through something pastor Chuck has been preparing for us.




Extra Study Notes: 
Does Christian prophecy exist today? For debate is what 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 means. At Ethnos, we believe the clear meaning of this text does not refer to these gifts ceasing in the current time, but refer to when Jesus comes again.  As an example of the many theologians who hold our view, visit conservative theologian John Piper at www.desiringgod.org, searching the topic of “Signs and Wonders”  or “prophecy.” You can also visit www.enjoyinggodministries.com, and look up the “controversial issues” page under “studies.” Finally, you can also see our Ethnos resource at: http://www.ethnos.us/files/pdf/SupernaturalGifts.pdf.
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