More: Thirsting for God’s Power and Presence in Worship
Intro Message

Intro:
The question we want to ask today is this:  How is God present in our world.

Before we get there, though, we should ask why we should even care about this topic of experiencing God’s power and presence more.  Is experiencing God’s presence important?  I read a blog post by an atheist this week that reminded me of the importance of this question.  Let me share an excerpt here:

The question of whether or not some sort of god exists is not one which should necessarily occupy the minds of atheists all of the time. Theists — especially Christians — regularly challenge atheists with arguments and ideas which supposedly demonstrate that their god definitely exists. But prior to that, there is an even more important issue to address: is a god really important in our lives? Should atheists even care about the existence of any gods in the first place?
http://atheism.about.com/od/doesgodexist/a/doesgodmatter.htm

In other words: is experiencing God’s presence and power important?

We would say yes, and this is why: we miss out on life as it was meant to be when we are not in God’s presence.  

In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  (Psalm 16:11)

There’s more we could say about this- if you have some questions, we can talk afterward.  But we’re going to work with the assumption today that God’s presence in our lives matter, because His presence brings fullness of life.  

Now, before we continue, let me just note: there are some definite potential roadblocks we may have today:
a. Serious intellectual doubts about religious experiences- aren’t they just results of environmental manipulation or group coersion, or biochemical self stimulation.  Aren’t experiences like this just the same as what non-believers in God feel when they go to a good concert, or experience the rush of a romantic moment, and so on?
b. Concerned that this may open us up to bad beliefs, kooky Christianity.  Maybe you’ve met some people who talk about God saying this or doing that in such a way where it seems like they’re just out of their mind and totally weird.  You’ve heard them say that God told them to do some things that are just really really bad, and you’re like- man, is this what’s going to happen?  Is this what Ethnos is going to push for?
c.  Still others of us personalities that are more thinking based, and so may disregard this series almost uncousciously because we think- ah, this is just for those in the room who are more touchy/feely based.  It’s not going to be totally relevant for me.
Challenge: be open minded, and have an open heart too.

Question for the day: What does the Bible say about how God is present in our world?
Our Approach: overview of Bible with multiple passages, not one passage/detailed approach.  We will read in context, but you may want to do more study at home.


1. God is present everywhere.
“Am I only a God nearby,”  declares the LORD, “and not a God far away?  Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” declares the LORD.  “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the LORD. (Jeremiah 23:23-24)

2. God can be present in a more localized, unique way.
a. Creation:
 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  (Genesis 1:2)

b. The Garden of Eden:
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden… (Genesis 3:8)

c. The Jewish Tabernacle and Temple:
There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel.  (Exodus 25:22)

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. (Exodus 40:34-35)

d. Jesus
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  (John 1:14)

This is all nice, how God is present in a local and unique way in history as recorded in the Bible.  But this is where it gets more personal.  God is present.

e. His Spirit living in Us
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes…
(Ezekiel 36:27)

Two phrases to understand that are used in the Bible to describe this. This is key stuff to lay down now because we will continue to talk about how His Spirit is present with us.

i. Baptism of the Spirit: The baptism of the Spirit is used 7 times in the Bible.  Six times it refers to the unique giving of the Spirit into the life of followers of Jesus at Pentecost- Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1:5, Acts 11:16. One time it is used to describe how Christians become part of the church community- 1 Cor 12:13.  Conclusion: baptism of the Spirit refers to the initial giving of the Spirit all followers of Jesus experience at the moment of conversion.
http://www.enjoyinggodministries.com/article/baptism-of-the-holy-spirit-part-i/ 

ii. Filling/Fullness of the Spirit: this refers to either a unique moment or a state of being where there is more of God’s Spirit in us.  This can occur over and over again for a follower of Jesus.
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them… (Acts 4:8)
Therefore, brothers and sisters, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit… (Acts 6:8)
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit…  (Ephesians 5:18)

Our experience of His presence today in the Spirit- Not just something private or personal, but it is something uniquely experienced when we gather.

f. God’s people gathered (the church)
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 1 Corinthians 3:16

So all of this to say- that the Bible is clear that God’s presence can be experienced in a unique and local way today.  Two more point as we round the corner.

3. There are times when God is more present than others.
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.  (Acts 4:31)


4. We are invited to ask for God’s unique presence when we gather.  This is one of the purposes of worship and prayer.
You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” (Psalm 27:8)

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! 
Psalm 105:1-4

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  (Acts 13:1-2)
	

Goal/Action Point for the Series: 
Want you to believe that God’s presence is important and accessible, so important that we will begin to live our lives differently to have more of His presence. This is our ultimate goal:

All of us passionately seeking His presence ,
both individually and when we gather, 
especially in worship and prayer.

It’s going to require…
a. Time This will require us to adjust how we manage our time- we will need to make time for this endeavor.
b. A renewed perspective about worship. Let’s be honest- some of us see worship and prayer can seem like optional warm ups to the message.  We may not click with the worship music.

But we need to go for it, because we’ll miss out on:
- God’s power and presence as you’ve never experienced.
- Life as you’ve never experienced.

This is for skeptic, follower alike.
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